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A video series by 
The Work Of The People 

LEADER’S GUIDE

Presence
& Patience

We try to create videos that are, above all, honest; we do so prayerfully and expectantly. We hope what 

we create is anointed to affect change. As you use this guide to lead discussion, we urge you, therefore, 

to press into honesty for the sake of  those you lead. 
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This collection of videos is meant to facilitate discussion around the themes of presence and patience during the Ad-

vent season. The season is about Divine presence, it is about patiently waiting for God’s presence among us. While 

the Christmas celebration has become one of the most important church holidays of the year; it has also become one 

of the busiest times of the year. The sad truth is, this celebration of presence is the most difficult of times to be truly 

present to those closest to us. As you lead your group through these videos may you find the time and space to be 

truly present to one another.

Presence and Patience

Learning how to wait as a people of non-
violence in a world of war, you'll know what 
Advent is. Advent is patience. God has 
made us a people of promise in a world of 
impatience. And Christ has made that pos-
sible, for us to live patiently in a world of 
impatience.  

Stanley Hauerwas
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 The word we translate as "incarnate" is an earthy 

word. Incarnate comes from the same root as 

carne, like chili con carne. Flesh, meat. When 

Mary says, "I am your servant Lord" she isn't liv-

ing in a plastic nativity scene, she is living a real 

life with fears, hunger and pain. Remembering 

Mary as a real person can give us hope living 

within our own seemingly impossible situations.

  

1. What are some personal experiences 

you’ve had around pregnancy which 
breathe life into the familiar and an-
cient story of  Mary, the mother of  
Jesus? This question is meant to be light and 

non-threatening. It is meant to initiate comfort and 

trust. Be ready to begin discussion with your own 

story around pregnancy. A mother, an aunt, a sister, 

your own? 

2. Is it reasonable to act as though noth-
ing is impossible? Why?  If  at all possible 

guide your group away from simplistic answers. 

Encourage them to share honest feelings around this 

question. 

3. How might we develop patience 
through hope?

Is the church properly incarnate? Or are 

we hermetically sealed?  

Nothing Is Impossible
This video is an invitation to remember Jesus, God incarnate, is followed by 
a Church incarnate.
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 The angel an-

swered, "The Holy 

Spirit will come 

upon you, and the 

power of the Most 

High will over-

shadow you. So the 

holy one to be born 

will be called[c] the 

Son of God. Even 

Elizabeth your 

relative is going to 

have a child in her 

old age, and she 

who was said to be 

barren is in her 

sixth month. For 

nothing is impossi-

ble with God." Luke 

1: 35-37 (NIV)

Italic text is specifically for 

the leader’s consideration. 

We suggest the leader first 

view the video, then read 

through our questions and 

suggestions. You can use our 
questions to get things 

started, or simply use the 

questions as inspiration for 

your own.
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It's sometimes hard to remember that Jesus is pre-

sent with us even now. In a real sense he is as he 

always was, Emanuel. God with us. These con-

temporary images help us imagine what the story 

of  Jesus' birth might look like were it to happen 

today. It's a gentle reminder that even in uncertain 

circumstances Jesus is still with us.

1. What aspect of  the Advent story are 
you mindful of  when watching these 

images? Do the images bring to life a 
certain part of  the Advent story?  

Joseph was a craftsman, perhaps today he’d be a 

blue collar worker, like a truck driver. Perhaps 

Mary and Joseph, being poor, could only get to 

where they are going by hitching a ride with a truck 

driver. Perhaps this scene is our contemporary 

Mary thinking through what we now call the 

Magnificat.   

2. What feelings do these images evoke? 

How might those feelings relate to 
the Christmas story? 

3. What stories of  Christ's presence 
have you seen this week? Remember, it 

may have been something small or mundane, like a 

truck stop, which made you mindful of  Christ's 

presence. Give people time and space to think 

through their week. If  needed, let the group move 

apart to a private space. Encourage the group to 

slow down their thoughts, to be prayerfully mindful 

of  the images and narratives that come to mind. 

4. What are you afraid of ? How can you 
"speak tenderly" and be Jesus to 
people around you who might be 
afraid? If  trust has developed in your group, this 

is your chance to go deep and push for honesty. 

Lead by example. 

Can we imagine the Christmas story 

happening now? Should we be able to? 

Don’t Be Afraid
This video is an invitation to see Jesus present, even now.
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You who bring good 

tidings to Zion, go 

up on a high moun-

tain. You who bring 

good tidings to 

Jerusalem, lift up 

your voice with a 

shout, lift it up, do 

not be afraid; say to 

the towns of Judah, 

"Here is your God!"

Isaiah 40:9

Italic text is specifically for 

the leader’s consideration. 

We suggest the leader first 

view the video, then read 

through our questions and 

suggestions. You can use our 
questions to get things 

started, or simply use the 

questions as inspiration for 

your own.
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1. Which of  Dr. Hauerwas’ words stood 
out for you? Why?  

2. Read through Isaiah 9:2-11. What 
does “peace” mean to you? What 
does “Prince of  Peace” mean to you?  

3. If  you have time, read through Romans 9-11. 

What might Romans 9-11 have to do 
with Advent, as Dr. Hauerwas sug-
gests?

4. Dr. Hauerwas makes this statement: 

“In a world of  war, as faithful followers of  

Christ, we cannot imagine being anything 

other than nonviolent. And that will make 

the world possibly more violent, because 

the world does not want the order it calls 

peace exposed as the violence it so often 

times is.” Do you agree with his state-
ment? Why? This is a chance to go deep and 

push for honesty. You may even prove his point right 

within your group if  discussion gets heated. Emo-

tional bullying to prove a point could be considered 

violent. Or could it? What do you think?  

Are we, as a church, patient people? Or 

does impatience lead to a lack of pres-

ence?

Recapturing Advent
This video is an invitation to enter into presence and patience this Christ-
mas Season.
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For to us a child is 

born, to us a son is 

given, and the gov-

ernment will be on 

his shoulders. And 

he will be called 

Wonderful Coun-

selor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6

Italic text is specifically for 

the leader’s consideration. 

We suggest the leader first 

view the video, then read 

through our questions and 

suggestions. You can use our 
questions to get things 

started, or simply use the 

questions as inspiration for 

your own.


